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A NOTE ON HUERNIA VOLKARTII WEDERM. & PEITSCH. 


J. J. LAVRANOS 


Huernia volkartii Wederm. & Peitsch. var. repens (Lavr.) Lavranos stat. 
nov. (Synonym, H. repens Lavr. in Jl S. Afr. Bot. 27, Part 1 (1961). 


In volume 27, Part 1 of this journal, I described Huernia repens, based on 
plants collected in 1958 by Professor Schweickerdt near Garuso in Portuguese 
East Africa and drew attention to its close affinity to H. volkartii, then only 
known from Angola and Northern South West Africa. 


Thanks to the activities of Leach, Plowes and others the known range of 
distribution of H. volkartii has been extended to Rhodesia, while the variety 
nigeriana Lavr. was described from Nigeria. 


Meanwhile plants attributable to H. repens were also reported from 
Rhodesia, namely: 


1.) On granite, in the mist belt at the Tokwe-Mukorzi dam, Victoria District, 
A. G. Buckland and Plowes 2555 (SRGH). 


2.) At Kyle dam, Plowes 2483 (SRGH). 


These recent gatherings prove that the ranges of the two taxa overlap. In 
view of this fact and taking also into account the truly vast range of distribution 
of H. volkartii and the very close similarity of the flower structure of it and 
H. repens, it seems advisable to reduce the latter to varietal rank under the 
former. 


I am indebted to Mr. Leach for his having drawn my attention to the new 
distribution records of H. volkartii and its variety and for having suggested 
the advisability to change the status of the latter. 


Accepted for publication 13th May, 1971. 
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